WORLD AFFAIRS COUMNCH

WHAT IS A RESOLUTION?

A resolution is a written suggestion submitted by a group that deals with a certain
problem. In the United Nations, resolutions are written by delegates, the representatives from
each country. Resolutions in the United Nations can be submitted to either the General
Assembly or to the Security Council by either a single country or by a group of countries that
have the same idea on how to solve the problem. When passed by the General Assembly,
resolutions are only suggestions for member countries of the United Nations on how to deal with
a problem. When passed by the Security Council, resolutions are, in theory, laws that must be
followed by the member countries of the United Nations. The General Assembly usually passes
resolutions to deal with humanitarian issues, while the Security Council deals with issues of
peace and security.

PASSING A RESOLUTION

Each resolution is the product of a lot of debate and discussion by member countries of
the United Nations. When resolutions are first being written by delegates, they are called
working papers or draft resolutions. During this period of time, the draft resolution can be
changed by other countries by adding amendments. The draft resolution is then brought to and
voted on by the countries in the committee to either pass or fail it. In the General Assembly, a
simple majority in favor of the draft resolution is needed in order to pass the draft resolution.
Resolutions in the Security Council need a %3’s majority from those countries in the Security
Council and a unanimous vote from the five permanent members. When a draft resolution
passes in either the General Assembly or Security Council, it then becomes known as a
resolution.

THE PARTS OF A DRAFT RESOLUTION

When writing a draft resolution, the writer should follow a format that consists of three
parts: the header, the perambulatory clauses, and the operative clauses. These parts allow the
resolution to be read and understood very easily by the members of the committee.

The Header:

The header is made up of three parts which detail the following: sponsor of the
resolution, the committee in which the resolution is being presented, and the topic of the
resolution. Each of these items is written on a separate line on the top left-hand side of the
resolution. Often, there is also a space to write the countries that are co-signing the document.
The format in which these items are written varies between Model United Nations conferences,
but the two most common ways are shown below:



Example 1

Sponsor: United States of America

Co-signatories: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Sweden
Committee: International Trade

Topic: Improving economies in the third world

Example 1 follows the format of listing the sponsor of the resolution, then the co-signatories of
the resolution, then the committee name, and then the topic of the resolution.

Example 2
International Trade
Sponsor: United States of America
Co-signatories: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Sweden

Topic: Improving economies in the third world

Example 2 follows the format of writing the committee name first, then the sponsor, co-
signatories, and topic.

The Preambulatory Clauses:

The preambulatory clauses state the problem and ways that other resolutions have tried to
resolve it. When writing the preambulatory clauses, each sentence begins with a certain phrase
that is underlined and ends with a comma. A list of these phrases is located at the end of this
book. Preambulatory clauses can state many things when discussing the problem. References
can be made to the information found in the United Nations charter, other resolutions passed in
the United Nations, statements made by members of other bodies of the United Nations such as
the International Court of Justice, and other groups that are working on the problem. When
writing these clauses, it is important to have done research into your country’s position on the
topic, so that wrong information is not presented. You should also try not to use the same clause
repeatedly.

Example 1 (the correct way to write a preambulatory clause)

Taking into account that the countries of the third world have poor economies,

Noting with approval the steps taken by the Economic and Social Council in dealing with
this problem,

Alarmed by the standard of living in many third world countries,

Seeking to increase the standard of living in the third world,




Example 2 (the proper format, but not well-written)

Taking into account that the countries of the third world have poor economies,

Taking into account the steps taken by the Economic and Social Council in dealing with
this problem,

Taking into account the standard of living in many third world countries,

Seeking to increase the standard of living in the third world,

This example, while it is written in the correct format, is not a well written resolution as it uses
the same preambulatory clause repeatedly.

The Operative Clauses:

The operative clauses are used to state the proposed solutions to the problem. These
clauses, like the preambulatory clauses, begin with certain phrases, a list of which is located at
the end of this document. Operative clauses all end with a semi-colon except for the last
operative clause, which ends in a period. When writing a resolution, the operative clauses are
numbered and underlined. If an operative clause is to be explained in further detail, bullet points
or roman numerals are used. When developing operative clauses, it is important to think about
the solutions to the problem from your country’s perspective, not the solutions that you
personally would like to see. You should also write operative clauses that are reasonable
solutions that the committee can enforce. For example, a committee in the General Assembly
would not be able to enforce an operative clause that encourages military action, while the
Security Council would be able to. If you use an operative clause to state that an organization
under U.N. control should be used to solve the matter, you need to include information on how
you are going to fund that program.

Example 1

1. Calls upon member states to increase economic aid to the third world;
Trusts that the Economic and Social Council will address this issue accordingly;

3. Further invites the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund to work on
this problem;

4. Takes note of the work done by non-governmental organizations in trying to
improve the standard of living in these nations;

5. Encourages the use of non-governmental organizations in solving this problem.



WHAT A RESOLUTION SHOULD LOOK LIKE

The prior sections have helped you to form a resolution by looking at the three parts
of a resolution separately. When put together, the resolution should look like this:

Sponsor: United States of America

Co-signatories: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Sweden
Committee: International Trade

Topic: Improving economies in the third world

Taking into account that the countries of the third world have poor economies,

Noting with approval the steps taken by the Economic and Social Council in dealing with this
problem,

Alarmed by the standard of living in many third world countries,

Seeking to increase the standard of living in the third world,

1. Calls upon member states to increase economic aid to the third world;
2. Trusts that the Economic and Social Council will address this issue accordingly;
3. Further invites the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund to work on this problem;

4. Takes note of the work done by non-governmental organizations in trying to improve the
standard of living in these nations;

5._Encourages the use of non-governmental organizations in solving this problem.

In a correctly written resolution, the heading should be single-spaced with a double-space
between the heading and the preambulatory clauses. There should also be a double-space
between the preambulatory and operative clauses.



SPONSORING AND CO-SIGNING RESOLUTIONS

Being a sponsor of a resolution means that the country you are representing fully agrees
with the ideas being presented in the resolution. One country can be a sponsor, or a group of
countries that share the same position on the issue can sponsor the resolution. It is sometimes
better to have a group of countries sponsor the resolution, as it will appear to the committee that
a large number of countries share the same ideas on how to solve the problem. Consequently,
the resolution has a better chance of passing. When a country co-signs onto a resolution, it
believes that many of the ideas presented in the resolution are good but would like to change the
resolution by adding amendments. The number of sponsors and co-signers that are needed to
bring a resolution to discussion is determined by the host of the model U.N. conference.

AMENDMENTS

Amendments are used by delegates to try and change the resolution to fit the goals of
their country. They can only be used to change any of the operative clauses in a resolution by
adding or deleting a single word and an operative clause as a whole. Preambulatory clauses
cannot be changed by using amendments; they will remain as written by the author of the
resolution.

There are two different types of amendments, friendly and unfriendly amendments. A
friendly amendment is a change made by either the sponsors of the resolution or other delegates,
and 1s approved by all of the sponsors of the resolution. An editorial amendment, one type of
friendly amendment, does not change the meaning of the resolution but is used to clarify a point
made in the resolution. Amendments are submitted to the committee chair on a separate piece of
paper, and may be hand-written. After an amendment is found to be a friendly amendment, it is
added to the resolution without a vote taken place. An unfriendly amendment is one that is
proposed but not accepted by the sponsors of the resolution. A vote is taken, and, if the
amendment passes, it is then added to the resolution. Usually, at least five countries in the
committee need to be co-signers on the amendment for it to be discussed. The chair of the
committee decides whether the amendments that have been presented are relevant to the
resolution and should be discussed by the committee. The format of amendments is very similar
to that of the resolution. It has a heading featuring the committee name, sponsor countries, co-
signatories, and the resolution that is being amended. It will say before the operative clause
whether the clause is being changed or added to the resolution.



Example 1

Committee: International Trade

Resolution: Resolution 1: Improving economies in the third world
Sponsors: Chad, Gabon, Niger

Co-Signatories: Sudan, Togo

Add operative clause number 6.
6. Suggests that the first world countries cancel the debts of the third world.

This example shows how an amendment can add a new idea to the resolution.
Example 2

Committee: International Trade

Resolution: Resolution 1: Improving economies in the third world
Sponsors: Sierra Leone, Ghana

Co-Signatories: Cambodia, Laos

Change operative clause number 2 to read:
Trusts that the Economic and Social Council will address the issue of low economic
growth in the third world accordingly at their next session;

This example shows how amendments can be used to change an operative clause that is already
in the resolution.



Revised Resolution with Amendments added:

Once the amendments have been added to the resolution, it will look like this:

Sponsor: United States of America

Co-signatories: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Sweden
Committee: International Trade

Topic: Improving economies in the third world

Taking into account that the countries of the third world have poor economies,

Noting with approval the steps taken by the Economic and Social Council in dealing with this
problem,

Alarmed by the standard of living in many third world countries,

Seeking to increase the standard of living in the third world,

1. Calls upon member states to increase economic aid to the third world;

2. Trusts that the Economic and Social Council will address the issue of low economic growth in
the third world accordingly at their next session;

3. Further invites the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund to work on this problem;

4. Takes note of the work done by non-governmental organizations in trying to improve the
standard of living in these nations;

5. Encourages the use of non-governmental organizations in solving this problem;

6. Suggests that the first world countries cancel the debts of the third world.



OTHER THINGS TO CONSIDER

There are many other things that need to be taken into consideration when writing
resolutions. When writing the heading of the resolution, it is important that you write the correct
and full name of the country and committee that you represent (no abbreviations). Countries
often have names that are used in everyday conversation, but have different names when writing
resolutions or debating at the United Nations. For example, Great Britain is the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland when debating at the United Nations and North Korea is
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. When writing resolutions or debating, never use “I”
when referring to yourself but say “we” or the “delegate” from your country.

When writing the preambulatory and operative clauses, use many different sources to
support the point you want to make. While you want to make your resolution fit the goals of
your country, you should also think about what the rest of the committee wants to see as
solutions to the problem and write the resolution so that it can be accepted by a majority of the
committee. Look at the problem from many different points of view. While HIV/AIDS is a
serious health problem, a good resolution will deal with solving the medical, social, and
economic problems that exist in countries dealing with widespread HIV/AIDS infection rates.

A resolution does not have to be very long, but it needs to be specific when giving
solutions. Resolutions can also be used to create new committees within the United Nations, but
it is only a good idea to create a new committee when your research has shown that there is no
committee in existence that deal with your problem. Also, the solutions that you present in your
resolution should be realistic. While some problems appear at first to have relatively simple
solutions, they are much more complicated at second glance. For example, to solve the problem
of infectious diseases in the third world, it would seem that distributing vaccines would a good
solution. In reality, questions have to be asked about from where the money for the vaccines
would come, how they would be delivered, and if they would be able to prevent the disease from
spreading, especially in light of the living conditions in the third world.

When working with other countries to write a resolution, work only with countries with
which your country has diplomatic relations and stay within the foreign policy of your country.
While it may seem like a good idea to work with your friends on a resolution, it is not realistic if
the United States and North Korea sponsor a resolution together. The easiest way to work with
people who share the same ideas as your country is to work with people from either your
regional or economical bloc. Countries within a region usually have the same goals as others in
their region regardless of their economic status since they do not want to see the region
destabilize. Third world countries usually have the same goals when discussing economic
matters.

The size and type of font used is very important when writing resolutions. Model United
Nations conferences require that resolutions are typed using 12-point Times New Roman font as
it allows the committee to read the resolution easily.



Using correct grammar is also very important when writing resolutions for a model U.N.
conference. While it may make the resolution easier to write for the author, using contractions
can cause confusion if used in the wrong manner. It is better not to use contractions when
writing a resolution.

When writing the resolution, it is also important to pay attention to what type of tone you
are using. The resolution should not have anything in it that makes it sound threatening to
others. The easiest way to prevent your resolution from sounding threatening to other delegates
is to avoid naming any specific countries in the resolution. If you wish to use a country’s
policies to back up a point that you make, it should be done with factual evidence (i.e. use a past
U.N. resolution or a policy from that country). When deciding on how to write the resolution,
you should be as specific and brief as you possible can without leaving out any of your goals. It
is not important to use complex words as the resolution should be easily understood by all of the
delegates in the committee.



Acknowledging
Affirming
Alarmed by
Anxious
Approving

Aware of
Bearing in mind
Being Convinced
Believing
Cognizant
Confident
Conscious
Considering
Contemplating
Convinced
Declaring

Deeply concerned
Deeply conscious
Deeply convinced

Accepts
Adopts
Affirms
Appeals
Appreciates
Approves
Authorizes
Calls

Calls upon
Commends
Concurs
Condemns
Confirms
Congratulates
Considers

PREAMBULATORY CLAUSES

Noting with approval

Observing

Reaffirming

Realizing

Recalling

Recognizing

Referring

Regretting

Reiterating

Seeking

Stressing

Taking into account

Taking into
consideration

Taking note

Viewing with

Welcoming

Reminds

Deeply disturbed Having adopted
Deeply regretting Having considered
Desiring Having considered
Determined further
Encouraged Having devoted
Endorsing attention to
Emphasizing Having examined
Expecting Having heard
Expressing its appreciation Having received
Expressing its satisfaction Having studied
Fulfilling Hoping
Fully alarmed Keeping in mind
Fully aware Mindful
Fully believing Noting with regret
Further deploring Noting with deep
Further recalling concern
Grieved Noting with satisfaction appreciation
Guided by Noting further
OPERATIVE CLAUSES
Declares accordingly Further proclaims

Declares

Deplores
Designates

Directs

Draws the attention
Emphasizes
Encourages
Endorses

Expresses its appreciation

Expresses its hope
Expresses its regret

Expresses its sympathy

Expresses its thanks
Further invites

Further reminds

Further recommends

Further requests
Further resolves
Has resolved
Instructs

Invites

Notes
Proclaims
Reaffirms
Recognizes
Recommends
Regrets

Renews its appeal
Repeats

Requests
Resolves
Solemnly affirms
Strongly condemns
Suggests
Supports

Takes note of
Transmits

Trusts

Urges

Welcomes



THINGS TO BRING TO THE CONFERENCE

e Pen or Pencil

e Paper

e Country Information

e Research

e Resolution Writing Guide

USEFUL WEBSITES

http://www.un.org/documents/: This website has the resolutions passed in the General
Assembly, Security Council, and Economic and Social Council from all of the sessions of
the UN.

http://www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/modelun/index.asp: This website offers information on how
to prepare for a model UN conference and also has country information and links to other
UN information.




